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April’s Virtue - Justice 

 

“To be just means to make sure every person receives what he or she 
needs, such as food, clothing, and shelter. This even includes obeying those in 
authority, playing games fairly, and respecting that which belongs to someone 
else. Being fair doesn’t always mean giving each person exactly the same 
things - for instance, not everyone needs glasses to see well. But because we 
are all made in God’s image and likeness, justice also means showing each 
person dignity and respect.”  

-Virtues in Practice 

 

Justice and Sacred Scripture 
 

 

 

 

 

But let justice roll down like waters,  
And righteousness like an ever-flowing 

stream. 
 

Amos 5:24 
 



 

                                         Pre-K-2nd Grade   
Prayer: Act of Faith  
 
What is Justice? Being fair  
 
Saint: Saint Anthony of Padua (Feast Day: June 13)  
 
Saint Anthony joined the brothers who followed the example of Saint 
Francis of Assisi, the Frnaciscans. He became very famous for his 
preaching. After his death, Saint Anthony became well-known for his 
justice, because when a book of his was lost, he prayed that he would find 
it. The truth was, it had been stolen - and when Saint Anthony prayed, the 
thief brought it back! 
 
Saint Anthony, help us to be fair to everyone. Help us to return 
everything we borrow. And help us to find things when they are lost! Amen. 
Saint Anthony, pray for us! 

 3rd Grade - 5th Grade 
 

Prayer: Act of Faith 
 
What is Justice? Being fair and giving each his due 
 
Saint: Saint Katherine Drexel (Feast Day: March 3) 
 
Even though Saint Katherine was born into a very wealthy 
family, she was always taught to love and help the poor. 
When she grew up, she inherited a large portion of her 
family’s fortune.  
Moved by her deep faith in God and the injustice suffered 
by many people in the country, she started the Sisters of 
the Blessed Sacrament to help teach Native Americans 
and African Americans, who were denied a good 
education because of their race. She helped start many 
schools for Native Americans and African Americans in 
13 different states, including Xavier University in New 
Orleans. 

Saint Katherine, help us to recognize injustice, and give us the motivation to work for justice and 
peace. Help the leaders of the world to see the needs and rights of all God’s children. Pray for each 
of us, that we may see with the eyes of Jesus, as you did. Amen. 
Saint Katherine Drexel, pray for us! 



6th Grade-8th Grade 

 

Prayer: Act of Faith 
 
What is Justice? Being fair and giving each his due 
 
Saint: Saint Thomas More (Feast Day: June 22) 
 
As a public servant with a great reputation for honesty and fairness and 
considered one of the most brilliant men of his day, St. Thomas rose through 
the ranks to eventually become one of King Henry VIII’s most trusted 
advisors. However, when Henry VIII declared himself the head of the 
Catholic Church in England (instead of the Pope) he demanded that all the 
subjects of the realm swear an oath of submission to this law or face 
execution. Saint Thomas More, an ardent defender of the Catholic Church, 
refused to take this Oath of Supremacy and so forfeited his life. According to 
eyewitness accounts at the time, Saint Thomas’ final words as he was about to 
be beheaded paid tribute to his defense of the higher law of God: “I die the 
King’s good servant - but God’s first.” 
 
Saint Thomas More, thank you for showing us the nobility of serving one’s country, but serving God 
first. Help us to be as strong as you were in upholding what is right and just. Intercede for us in 
moments when we are tempted to succumb to what is popular when we know it is wrong. Help us to 
glorify God as you did. Amen.  
Saint Thomas More, pray for us! 

 
Monthly Home Project Suggestions -Justice 

 
For details on these and other suggestions, see the Virtues in Practice Parent Guide for the Year 
of Faith and the month of April (ASCS: Virtues in Practice)  
 
Pre-K-2nd : Make sure the rules of the games you play are fair to everyone 
this month. Sometimes, fair means different; if your baby brother or 

sister are playing, the rules should be easier for them than for you 

because they are new at it. 

 

3rd-5th : What has God given to you? Make a list. We always give to God in 
love, but think about what you owe Him, simply in justice. Make a list 
for that too. Sometimes we think we are being really generous with God, 

when in fact, we are barely fulfilling our duty. Ask your parents to 

check your list and help you to choose something from your list to 

practice this month. 

 

6th-8th : Interview an adult you admire. What do they think a person owes 
to God, family, and country?  

 

Justice is being fair and giving each his due. 

http://allsaintscs.com/catholic_identity/virtues_in_practice


Enjoy another  very fitting excerpt from the ASCS community Christmas gift, Rediscover the 
Saints: 

 
   “The saints weren’t afraid to speak truth to power, and to 
speak it boldly. Too often they were punished for doing so 
and sometimes it cost them their lives. The great souls of 
every age have always encountered violent opposition from 
mediocre leaders hungry to grasp control and power. 
Beginning with Paul, the saints demonstrate that it is 
possible to be both critical of the Church and faithful to it 
and to God. Some people correct and criticize out of 
jealousy and hatred, but the saints did so out of a deep love 
for God, His Church, and His people. [...] 
    “There is a natural pride we all carry surrounding good 
things that happen in the place we were born. That’s why 
the Church has always been committed to celebrating holy 
men and women from every place and time. Your 
homeland, your city, and your parish need more holy men 
and women to celebrate. The people of your place and time 
need more holy moments to inspire them to discover their 
own capacity for goodness. Are you ready to collaborate 
with God in a new way and start creating more holy 
moments?” 
 

Father,  
Your saints teach us how to live when life gets difficult. 

They teach us how to endure all types of hardships.  
We all have to grapple with troubled times in our lives. 

During those moments of darkness and difficulty,  
remind us to draw strength from the examples of your saints.  

Amen. 
 

-Matthew Kelly, Rediscover the Saints, 2019 (pp. 96 & 97) 
 

2019-2020 Virtues in Practice Committee:  
Amy Blanchette, Terese Gibb, Carol Pisarski, Jessica Railling, Amy Roose & Andrew Willing 
 
For more information or for suggestions on monthly classroom activities/home projects please see: Virtues 
in Practice program website or contact a member of the 2019-2020 Virtues Committee. Also, for .pdf 
versions of ALL Virtues in Practice materials please see the Catholic Identity tab at All Saints’ website.  
[Works of Mercy chart courtesy of Dynamic Catholic. All other images courtesy of Virtues in Practice,  

                                  Dominican Sisters of Saint Cecilia, Nashville Congregation.] 

 

 

 

https://www.nashvilledominican.org/apostolate/evangelization-and-catechesis/virtues-in-practice/
https://www.nashvilledominican.org/apostolate/evangelization-and-catechesis/virtues-in-practice/
http://allsaintscs.com/catholic_identity/virtues_in_practice
http://allsaintscs.com/
https://dynamiccatholic.com/


 

 

What is a virtue? 

 

A good habit is called a virtue. A bad habit is called a vice. Habits grow by practice. God always gives 
us the grace to choose and do what is good. If we think about what is right and open our hearts to God, 
we will make good choices and grow in virtue. Virtues make us free, happy, and holy. (Virtues in 
Practice, 2013) 
As we progress through the school year, please pray the Act of Faith with your family. We are all 
working together to show children that God is first and foremost in our lives. The graces from this 
prayer are needed to open hearts, to guide leaders, and to beg the healing that only Our Lord can 
provide. 
 

 

   
 
 

  
 
 
 
 


